
Language	in	the	Classroom:	The	Role	of	Teacher	Attitudes	in	Assigning	Status	to	
Student	Languages

Erin	Siwek
Concordia	University, Montréal

Discussion

Introduction

Research	indicates	that	there	are	many	
benefits	to	balanced	bilingualism	(Gàndara,	
2015).		These	include:
• Multinational	perspective
• Increased problem-solving ability
• Less	distractibility
• Higher likelihood of attending college
Teachers	have	a	critical	impact	on	both	
students’	achievement in	school	and	their	
attitudes toward their L1s (MacSwan,
2000, Lee	&	Oxelson,	2006).		Given	the	size	
of	the	effect	that	teachers	have	upon	their	
students	and	the	importance	of	developing	
bilingualism,	this	study	seeks	to	understand	
how	teachers	assign	status	to	student	L1s	in	
the	classroom.

Method
Anonymous,	online	survey:
• 11 short	response	questions
• 4 Likert scale questions
• 1	ranking	question
• 34	respondents	in	final	data	set
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Results

88%	agreed	or	strongly	agreed that	
“Student	languages	other	than	English	can	
be	a	resource	for	classroom	instruction.”		
82% have	used	a	language	other	than	
English in	the	classroom.		
Common	classroom	language	policies	
included:
• L1	use	if	it	does	not	disrupt	learning	

or	exclude	anyone
• Using a common	language	in	the	

classroom
• School	appropriate	use	of	any	

language
35% say	language	use	in	the	classroom	
depends	on	context
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